[Presentation of a new instrument for the prolonged monitoring (24 hrs.) of endoesophageal pH, based on microprocessor technologies].
Prolonged monitoring of oesophageal pH is the most sensitive test for GOR. An ideal instrument for this test should be simple, reliable and inexpensive. It should enable the patient to live a normal life, even at home, allows rapid analysis of the data, and monitors other parameters at the same time (intragastric pH). An instrument with these features has been devised at Padua University Surgical Clinic. It uses NSC 800 microprocessor technology and has a 32 K C-MOS memory. The examination can be programmed (patient code, date, start and end times, sampling duration and time). Postural changes are automatically recorded. Subjective symptoms are signalled by the patient through an alphanumeric keyboard. ROM software at the end of the test is employed for automatic processing according to Johnson and De Meester's parameters. Proxima is also made for a serial output to a larger-capacity computer and an analogue output compatible with a Beckman paper printer.